HISTORICAL  EPOCHS ACCORDING  TO   MARX
them into the great melting-pot of the ideological super-
structure ; and it seems they disposed of war in the same
way.
Up to our time, foreign wars had a more decisive
influence on the destinies of nations and of mankind than
all class wars, perhaps the  French  Revolution alone
excepted.    It was war that destroyed the civilisation
which mankind had attained in Antiquity and hurled
Europe back into barbarism.   It was war that devastated
great parts of Asia and prevented any wholesome civil
development.    Whatever misery has been caused by
the oppression and  exploitation  of one  class by the
other, it is not to be compared to the horrors and to the
fatal consequences which foreign wars have brought
upon mankind.    It is true that civil wars may be still
more or at least quite as terrible ;   but then, civil wars
are by no means always due to class differences, whereas
foreign wars have ever and again united hostile classes
in defence against a foreign foe.   The classes have many
times been  divided in themselves by party struggles
which caused members of different classes, high and
low, to fight together against the opposing party. Vassals,
serfs, citizens, masters and men fought at the side of
the nobles of their party in the age-long wars of the
Guelphs and the Ghibellines in Italy, which were caused
partly by the discordant interests of the cities and the
Emperor, and by clerical and national interests, and
partly by local feuds.   Conditions in the real world are
usually much too complex to make possible a division
of classes in two clearly defined front lines.    While it
is true that the largest Italian cities and those allied to
them fought for the burghers' independence of imperial
government, other townships took the Emperor's side
195                                    o